
 

How to look after your pencil portrait once it arrives 

 

 Do unroll it as soon as you can.  
 Do sandwich it between heavy books, using the protective sheet over the drawing  
 Do use a mount to separate the drawing from the glass. (see below) 
 Do buy an acid-free mount if you can. All my drawings are supplied on acid-free paper. 
 Don’t touch a drawing with your hands more than absolutely necessary as the oils in 

your skin can damage it. Wash your hands before handling a drawing even if you think 
they are clean. 

 Don’t hang a drawing in direct, strong sunlight as it may fade, or start to warp from the 
heat of the sun. 

 Don’t hang it over a source of heat like a radiator or fireplace as this will definitely 
damage it. 

 Don’t hang a pencil portrait on a newly plastered wall, which will contain damp. 

 

Mounting and Framing 

Pencil portraits usually look best when framed with a mount. Mounts are also helpful in 
conserving drawings over time. This is because the glass in the frame should ideally never 
touch the drawing directly and the mount helps to separate the two, preventing the graphite 
from being rubbed by the glass and discouraging condensation from damaging the paper by 
causing mould and mildew. A drawing needs an air gap to ‘breathe’. A good framer should be 
able to advise you on a neutral-toned mount colour to complement your artwork and to go 
well with your frame. Usually the mount border will be at least 5 centimetres (and can go up 
to any width you like) so when decided what size of portrait to commission this is something to 
consider – the mount will add a certain amount of width all around. Your framer will always 
advise a conservation mount for your drawing as opposed to any other. 

 

 

Enjoy your drawing 

 

 

Theresa 


